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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

50X1

A. Procedure for Obtalning Eorder Passes

1. The Probstzella (N 50-32, E 11-23) - Eisfeld (N 50-26, E 10-55)

’ border area on the West German border was divided into two restricted
zones, One was the "Five Kilometer Zone", which extended from the
border to a distance of five kilometers inside East Germany. The
other was the "500 Meter Zone", which extended from the border to
& distance 500 m inside East Germany. The entrance into the Five
Kilometer Zone was limited to residents in the area or to personnel
who worked in that area in an official capacity. Residents were
required to have a special stamp in their identification book.
Persons who visited the residents were required to have an entrance
pass (Eipreisebescheinigung) which was procured only from the
&¥eilsy (dounty) police and Soviet Komendatura officials. Persons
who worked in the area had to obtain a green pass from the Kredsy
police and Soviet Komendatura officials. Permission to visit within .
the Five Kilometer Zone was not difficult to obtain; passes authorizing-.
entrance into that zone were issued by the XKreis police and Soviet
Komendatura officials only when the purpose of entrance was of the
utmost importance. '

2. When any membercfa Wismut A.G. topographic crew was required to work -
in a border area, a work-assignment letter indicating time, place,
or area of work was provided by a Soviet civilian director of the
Topographic Section of Wismut A.d. This letter was presented to
the East German &reisy police officials in the area concerned.
These police officlals then informed the Soviet Army Komendatura
in the &redsy of the authorization before the individual reported
to the latter with the same work-assigument letter. When the
individual reported, the Soviet Komendatura issued a special green
pass which was stamped by both the X¥éis police and Soviet Komendatura
officials. If entrance into ths Five Kilometer Zone was desired,
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the pase was marked "5 km Zone". If entrance into the 500 Meter Zone
wag desired, the pass was marked "500 meter Zone". In both cases
the pass was always valild for a four-week period.

B. The Probstzella-Eilsfeld Border Area (See pages 6 to 14 )

Physical and Man-Made Features

From 1951 until July 1953, | | Soxi

the Probstzella-Eisfeld border area a 50X1
this area was broken down into three Kreise. ..

The East German Kreis: police offices and Soviet Army Komendatura

headquarters were located in Saalfeld (N 50-39, E 11-21), Neuhaus

(N 50-18, E 11-14), and Sonneberg (N 50-22, E 11-11).

The Probstzella~Eisfeld 500 Meter Zone was an unpopulated area
occupied only by uniformed East German and Soviet personnel. Along
the entire border were barbed-wire fences, road blocks; observation
towers, and a 20-meter stretch of plowed earth where the ground could
be plowed. Behlnd the plowed earth, there were elther East German
border police (Grenz Polizel) or Soviet-uniformed personnel., Source
estimated that these uniformed personnel patrolled the area up to

a depth of one kilometer from the border.

C. Border Guard Posts

Soviet military units and East (German border guard units had command
posts established from 220 to 800 m from the border and from 1.5 %o
% km apart. Source did not know of any specific schematic system
used to define the area of responsibility between East German and
Soviet units. Although Soviet command posts were interspaced with
those of the East German border guard units, source did not observe
any strict areas of guard responsibility for any one command post cr
any indications that the East German unlts were controlled by the
Sovlet personnel. Both East German and Soviet sentries had been
ooserved patrolling the same area when thelr command posts were
located near each other,

When members of the topographic crew entered the Five Kilometer

Zone or the 500 Meter Zone, working alone or in groups, they con-
tacted the local border command post in order to identify themselves
and describe the purpose of their entrance, the areas in which they
would work, the time they would spend there, and the transport they
would usel, Source did not know whether the latter wag a required
procedure or not. The local border command post telephoned the
guard posts in the areas and alerted the guards to the fact that the
crew would be working in their area. The crew then went to the work
area and made thelr surveys without escort or further r 8.

inever cautlioned
about land mines, anti-personnel mines, flares, or other devices
which would have hindered topographlic work along the
border. Both the Soviet and East German guards were very courteous,
friendly, and showed no tenseness in thelr conduct or attitude.

‘1dent1fy any Soviet or East German border unit

by designation or subordination, list personalities, estimate strengths,
describe weapons or transport, or indicate lialson channels. He

observed both one-man and two-men patrols throughout the entire area

and estimated that individual patrol areas were approximately two
kilometers in length and one kilometer in depth. 50X1
patrol dogs within the area but heard that they were usea. e saw

four mounted guards in the vicinity of Brennersgruen (N 50-26, E 11-28)

and assumed that horses were used in other areas. ’ ;
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'Location of Soviet Command Posts

Sbechtsbrunn (N 50-29, E 11-15) (See page 9 ) - One wooden barrack,”
8 x 24 x 4 m,

uonneberg (See page 10 ) - One three-story, reinforced concrete
bullding which housed the Soviet Kreis Komendatura.

Hueckerswind (N 50-21, E 11-03) (See page 12 ) - Permanent-type
farm - hquses.

Elsfeld (Seé page 13 ) - Permanent-type farm houses occupied by
‘Soviet Border Komendatura.

gruckendorf (N 50-22, E 10-58) (See page 14 )- Permenent-type farm
ouses.,

Loocatlon of East German CQmmand Posts

Brennersgruen (See page 7 ) - A gasthaus in which 25 to 30 persons .
were guartered., The personnel were believed to belong to a border
guard company commanded by & Soviet offiberi: Four horses,used
by patrols, were stabled here. ’

Probstzella (See page 8 ) |

No. 1: A Hg. buildins, three-story, constructed of reinforced
oo oconérete, (It was locaved on. thé1M&rup}" 4

No. 2: A wooden barrack, 8 x 24 x 4 m, located in the. vicinity
of the rallroad station. This barrack was believed to be
the quarters for personnel who worked in the railroad

station.
50X1
No. 3: A footpath used to help approximately 16
persons to cross e East- ' 1%
1952. 50X1
50X1

No. 4: See Zopten.

zopten (N 50-31, E 11-21) (See page 8 ) - One wooden barrack,
x 24 x 4 m.

uichtenhain (N 50-29, E 11-19) (See page 9 ) - One wooden barrack,
8 x 24 x 4 m, with a wooden fence.

Sonneberg (See page 10, No. 2) - The border guard Krels command post,
a two-story, reinforced concrete bullding.

/' ¥ s
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Neuhaus-Schierschnitz (N 50-18, E 11-14) (See page 11, No. 1)-
Three wooden barracks, 8 x 24 x 4 m, and one reinforced concrete
building. About 80 personnel were cquartered in this area.

Effelder (N 50-22, E 11-05) (See page 12 , No. 2) - Three or four
goodeg barracks, é x 24 x m, and several permanent-type farm
nuses, .

Eisfeld (See page 13, No. 2) - Border guard command post hg, a
three-story. reinforced concrete building.

Goersdorf (N 50-22, E 10-57) (See page 14 , No. 2) - Two wooden
barracks located in an old rifle range.

D, Uniforms
Soviet Officers

Source described the uniforms of the Soviet officers in the Prob-
stzella-Eisfeld horder area as follows:

Blue trousers with red seam piping, a khaki-green tunic with a stiff
collar, a blue service cap with a red band and red crown-seam piping,
and a khaki-green overcoat with red collar flashes.l

Occasionally, officers wore khaki-green overcoats, khakl-green trousers
with red seam piping, a khaki-green tunic with a stiff collar, and

a khakl-green service cap with red band and crown-seam piping. Source
observed the blue trousers frequently and the blue service cap very
seldom, Officers' shoulder boards had a gold backgroundiwith red
stripes and plping. Occasionally, thelr shoulder boards had green
bgc?ground, not the same color &s the uniform, with red stripes and
piplng. '

Soviet EM

Enlisted personnel wore the following uniform::

Khaki-green trousers, a khaki-green tunic, a khaki-green overcoat,
and a khakl-green overseas-type cap.

EM shoulder boards had both light green and red backgrounds. 50X1
could not indicate whether or not any EM shoulder boards had piping

of any color different from that of the background color. EM shoulder
boards with a red background were worn by soldiers wearing collar

flashes of the same color; EM wearing light green shoulder boards of

a different shade from that of the uniform wore collar flashes of

the same light green color on their winter jacket.

Go '

HastL German; Bonder Guarda « 50X1

not distingulish between the various ranks of the East

German border guard personnel but he described EM uniforms as follows:

Olive-green trousers and Jacket with green collar flashes and an
olive-green service cap with a green band and piping.

He could not describe the officers' uniform or shoulder boards but
believed the shoulder boards had silver piping around the edges. He
belleved that the officers wore green piping on the trouser seam and
on the cap crown.
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50X1
\ COEgent. repeatedly questioned about the blue

service cap and the green shoulder boards he 50X1
allegedly saw Soviet persounnel wear on guard

duty. He insisted that these colors given for

th; cap and shoulder boards were the correct

colors,
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